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Eiples of the New Teſtament, Tyr 
re ſheun to be the True, Primitiy 


and Apoſtolical Chriſtians. 
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DEFENCE 
Of the PEOPLE calPd 


QUAKERS. 


H E ſeveral Controverſies that 
ere at preſent about the Fun- 
Ry damental Points of the Chri- 
y Were ſtian Religion, and the Heat 
* and Malice with which thoſe 
Controverſies are carry'd on, 
have induc'd many of every Perſuaſion to 
make a further and more exa& Enquiry into 
the Doctrine and Tenets 1mpos'd upon them 
to Believe, and to compare em with thoſe 
deliver'd by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
and taught in the Primitive Ages of Chri- 
{ftanity. Now, that I may in ſome meaſure 
be Aſſiſtant to the Promoting of this Search 
after Truth, I purpoſe here to give a ſhort 
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and clear Explication of thoſe Things in 
Scripture which ſeem to be ſo univerſally 
miſtaken, and to ſhew how perfectly conform- 
able the Belief of the People call'd QUAKERs 
is to them. 

And as I think it is generally allow'd by 
all Proteſtants, (however Inconſiſtent the 
may be with their Principles) That 1n all 
Matters relating to Faith, and the Salvation of 
our Souls, the Scripture 1s, and ought to be 
our only Guide ; I ſhall therefore, as a Pro- 
teſtant, to whom the Deciſions of Men are of 

no force, advance or admit of nothing in this 
Diſcourſe on any other Authority. | 


Agreeable to this, I ſhall prove, 


Firſt, That They only who are Mov'd 
thereunto by the Spirit, or are particularly 
Illuminated and Inſpired, were Ordain'd to 
be Preachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and 
that the Chriſtian Religion conſiſts in a 
Manifeſtation of his Light in our Minds, 
without any Rites, or Ceremonies, or Forms 
of Worſhip whatever. | 


Secondly, That neither Baptiſm, or the. 
Supper of the Lord, in the Senſe they are 
now receiv'd among Chriſtians, namely, as 
Outward and Viſible Signs of an Inward 
and Spiritual Grace, were Inſtituted either by 
our. Saviour or. his Apoſtles, or are in the 
leaſt neceſſary to Salvation, 1 
: F n 


[5] 
And Thirdly, That the Religion of the 
People call'd QuAK ERS, is the very ſame 


that was Eſtabliſh'd by Chriſt, and Practisd 
by the moſt Primitive Chriſtians. i 


an 


I. The two great Ends of the Goſpel 
being to Purify us by Baptiſm (that 1s, 
by the Spirit of the Lord) from the Sin 
which Adam had in the Beginning intail'd 
upon all his Race, and by the ſame Bap- 
tiſm ſo to Regenerate us that we might be 
able to have a perfect Knowledge of the 
Commandments of God, by his Divine Light 
in our Hearts, all External Forms of Wor- 
ſhip were needleſs: And notwithſtanding 
Moſes was oblig'd by ſuch Ceremonials to 
Awe the Jews into a Rev'rence of God, 
who were incapable of entertaining any 
higher Notions of Him than what the 
cou'd receive from their Senſes 3 to Chri- 
fiians, who by this heavenly Talent have 
Him ever manifeſted to them, it 1s all 
Superſtition and Vanity. For this alone is 
rl £5 abundantly ſufficient to teach and inſtruct 
them in their Duty, and diſpoſe and en- 
able them to perform it. It more nearly illu- 
minates and informs the Underſtanding, 
and renders the holy Admonitions and ex- 
einplary Lives of good Men more effectual 
to them; and without ſome extraordinary 
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portion of which, no Perſon is qualified for 
Haber... WN. at P 
And this is not deny'd either by the 
Roman Catholicks or the Proteſtants, who 
though they ridicule and account it chi- 
merical, will admit of none into Holy Orders 
= without taking an Oath that they have it 
| manifeſted within them by a particular Call 

|. - from the Holy Ghoſt. 


| However, that this is a more ſerious Thing 
* than they are aware of, I ſhall obſerve, 


| xft, That Our Saviour has given us his 
'l Promiſe, that his Spirit ſhall 3 
bl his Followers, and guide them into all Truth, 
| even - unto the End of the World. That this 
. Inſpiration is exactly conformable to the 
| Inſpiration of the Prophets of old; that 
( like them) the Perſons Inſpired abandon 
their Lands and Poſſeſſions, to preach the 
| Goſpel as they have receiv'd it from the 
| Spirit, and only ſpeak it as that gives them 
| utterance 4 like them, they have been Whipt, 
38 and Impriſon'd, and treated as Vagabonds, 
| and Deluders, and Stirrers up of Sedition, | 
1 and Madmen ; like them, they are Mechanicks, . „ 
i atid yet, by the Light in their Hearts, are 
Witneſſes to the Truth ; and like them, they 
rejoyce and are exceeding glad when men revile 
them and perſecute them, and ſay all manner of 
evil againſt then, faljly, for Chriſt's ſake. 
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n 
And adh, That Women are as well under 
this Inſpiration as Men; that they were 
fellow · labourers in the Gaſpel with the 
Apoſtles, Rom. 16. 3. That they had the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and Prophefied to edify 
the Church. That (2) Joel, in the Name 
of the Lord, ſaid that our Saviour ſhould 
ſpeak in Females. That a Woman ſent by 
Chrift, did firſt Preach his Reſurrection to 
his Difciples. And laſtly, That Phebe, men- 
tion'd. in the 16th Chapter of the Romans, 
ver, I. was a Deaconnefs, and miniftred to 
the Servants of the Lord. N 
Our Saviour, the more to convince Man- 
kind of the Truth of his Nevelation from 
God, not enly appear d himfelf in fo mean, 
and, as it were, deſpicable a manner, but like- 
wiſe made choice only of Illiterate People, 
as Shepherds, and Fiſhermen, Oc. for his 
Apoſtles; that when People heard them 
(whom before they knew to be ignorant of 
all Human Learning) ſpeaking ſeveral Lan- 
guages with an amazing Eloquence and 
ſtrength of Reaſon, and teaching the Deſigns 
and Purpoſes of the Almighty, they might 
turn from their Sins, and, by Bapkiun, bs 
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(a) Joel 2. 28, 29. And it ſhall come to paſs afterward, that 
IT will pour out my. ſpirit upon. all fleſh, and your Sons and your 
DAUGHTERS ſhall propheſy, &c. and alſo upon the Servants, 
* the HANDMAID in thoſe days, will I pour out my 
pirs . | 


united 


[8] 6. 
united to him. And if He Himſelf told 
us. of the Inſufficiency of every thing but 
Baptiſm (which ſhall be proved to be alto-- 
gether Spiritual) to unite us to Him; and 
if then they were only united to him by 
Baptiſm, I preſume it is no otherwiſe now: 
And if He came to aboliſh the Superſti- 
tions and Ceremonies of the Fews, and to 
eſtabliſh a Religion Mental, and with no 
Ceremonies at all; I preſume, a Religion 
conſiſting hardly of any thing elſe, cannot 
be of his Eſtabliſhing. | 
Now that the Religion of our Saviour was 
Mental, may be proved from Minutius Felix, 
who, to the Heathen Objection, Why the 
Primitive Chriſtians had neither Churches 
or Altars, or any Rites or Ceremonies what- 
ever; he Anſwers thus, Quod Templum ei 
extruam, cum totus hie mundus eum capere 
non poſſit ? & cum Homo latius maneam, intra 
unam adiculam vim tanta Majeſtatis includam, 
nonne melius in noſtra dedicandus eſt nente ? 
in noſtro imo conſecrandus eſt pectore ? Hoſtias, 
&- victimas, Domino offeram quas in uſum mei 
protulit, ut rejiciam ei ſuum munus £ Ingratum 
eſt, cum fit litabilis Hoſtia, bonus animus, G. 
pura Mens, & ſincera 3 — igitur qui 
innocentiam colit, Domino ſupplicat ; qui Juſtt- 
tiam, Deo libat + qui fraudibus abſtmet, propi- 
tiat Deum; qui hominem periculo ſubripit, 
opimam viflimam cadit, Hac noſtra Sacriſicia, 


hac Dei ſacta ſunt ſie apud nos ai 
ills 
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count of the Belief of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, and in nothing different from that of 
the People call'd QUaKeRs :« Here is the 
Authority of an eminent Father of the 
Church, which weighs more with' ſome than 
ev the New Teſtament it ſelf; and how 
we can be ſo blind to theſe Evidences, is 
to me ſomewhat ſurprizing 1 Krogh 
And as one End of our Saviour's Coming 
in this manner, was to Convince us of -the 
Truth ef his Miſſion, another was to ſhew 
us that his. Kingdom was not of this World. 
He knew that his Followers would expect 
Temporal Rewards and Honours, and joyn 
themſelves to Him purpoſely to obtain them, 
had he aſſum d Dominion and Power; he 
therefore choſe rather to make himſelf equal 
with the Leaſt, to ſuffer Perſecution and 

Contempt, that they might, by his Example, 9 

be taught to go through thoſe Difficulties 

with Patience which were requiſite in the R 

Work of the Goſpel ; that they might not | 

be elated, upon any diſtinguiſhing Marks of 

his Favour, he tells them, St. Matth. 18. 3, 4. 

Unleſs they were convertgd, and became as | 
little children, they ſhould not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Whoſoever therefore 
Hall humble himſelf as this little Child, the 


| ſame is greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And both He and his Diſciples more parti- 
cCularly inforc'd this 1 32 of * 
f * an 
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and Equality among Men, that they might 
not miſtake the Nature of his Kingdom, which 
was not to be of this World: Be ye not 
called Maſters, (ſays He to his Apoſtles ) 
neither call any Maſter upon Earth; and 
though the Princes of this World exerciſe Do- 
minion one over another, yet it ſhall not be ſo _ 


amongſt you : but he that would be the greateſt 


amongſt you, let him be your ſervant. He 
was ſenſible of what ill Conſequences Ambi- 
tion, and the thirſt of Greatneſs, * been 
to Mankind, and that 'twas to be remedied 
only by taking away all Degrees of Diſtin- 
ction; and he carry'd it ſo far, that he 
wou'd permit no One to accompany him, 
who had not ſold all, and given it to the 
Poor. And to ſhew how inconſiſtent Riches 
and Grandeur were with Chriſtianity, he 
ſays, Matth. 19. ver. 23, 24. that 2 Rich 
Man fhould hardly enter into the Kingdom 


of Heaven; and that it was eaſier for a Camel © . 


to go through the eye of a Needle, than for 
a Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. When Human Nature was Regenera- 
ted, and by the Spirit of the Lord (without 


which we are not His, Rom. 8. 9.) renderd 


incapable of doing Ill, there was no more 
Occaſion for thole Degrees of Superiority 
that were the Effect of Sin, and only to 
remain while we were in that State, and 
under the Diſpleaſure of God: For after 
this Regeneration, by which we are We 

rom 
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„ 
from all Sin, the Effects of it muſt neceſſarily 
e | 
I cannot Conclude this Head better than 
with the 1ſt Verſes of the 8th Chapter of 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, which ſuffi - 
ciently ſhew in what Chriſtianity conſiſts : 
There is therefore no condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Feſus, who walk not after 
the fleſh, but after the Spirit. For the Law 
of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Feſus, hath made 
ne free from the law of ſin and death. For 
what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own 
Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin 
condemned fin in the fleſh : That the rig h- 
teouſneſs of the law mght be- fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the fleſb, but after the Spi- 
ritt. For they that are after the fleſh, do mind 
the things of the fleſh : but they that are after 
the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be 
carnally-mnded, is death ; but to be ſpiritually- 
4 minded, is life and peace. Becauſe the carnal 
mind is enmty againſt God : for it is not ſub- 
Jeet to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
So then they that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe 
God. But ye are not in the fleſh, but in the Spi- 
ritt, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his. And if Chriſt be in you, the 
body is dead becauſe of ſin ; but the Spirit is 
life becauſe of righteouſneſs. But if the Spirit 
of him that raiſed up 7 12 from the dead dwell 
2 in 


- 4 


i Ly 1 
; , * 5 = 
p \ * - 
l « « y * « 
* - 4 : W 
= — - F % * 
* ? . 
: , - 
* * 
> 4 
\ : — 
N 1 8 
4 * 
* 


in you ; he that raiſed Chriſt from the dead, 
ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, bre- 
thren, we are debtors, not to the fleſh, to live 
after the fleſh. For if ye live after the fleſh, 


ye ſhall de: but if 7 through the Spirit 


do mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the ſons of God. For ye have not 
received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have receiud the Spirit of adoption, 
by which we cry, Abba, Father, The Spirit 
it ſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that 
we are the Children of God, 


II. Baptiſm, which ſignifies no more than 
a Waſhing or Immerſing in Water, and might 
in Engliſh properly enough be tranſlated Bath- 
ng, was a Cuſtom very frequent among the 
Jews and the other Eaſtern Nations, long 

fore our Saviour's Appearance in the 
World, and conſequently. cou'd- not be of 
his Inſtitution, nor was ever Ritually us d 
but by St. John, who was Chief of a Sect, 
and a Fore-runner, or (if I may uſe the 
Expreſſion) a Type of Chriſt ; and his Bap- 
tiſm, which was Outward and Ceremonial, 
a Figure of our Saviour's Inward and Spi- 
ritual one, and like Circumcifion and the 
other Typical Ceremonies of the Jews, to 


be aboliſh'd upon his Coming. 
* 


Baptiſm 
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- Baptiſm therefore is us'd metaphorically 
for Cleanſing, and imports, that the Soul 
ſhou'd-be -cleans'd from Orginal Sin by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and by Fire; for, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, 1 Pet. 3. 21. it is not the putting away 
the Filth of the Fleſh, but tbe Anſwer of 4 
good Conſcience towards Gau by tha, Reſur- 
rection of Feſus Chrift, Here he tells us, 
firſt, what Baptiſm is not, namely, It is 
not the putting away the Filth of the Fleſb, 
and therefore cannot be a ' Waſhing with 
Water. Since that is fo, ſecondly, he tells 
us affirmatively what it is, namely, The An- 
ſwer of a good Conſcience towards God by the 
Keſurrection of Feſus Chriſt. Now this An- 
{wer cannot be but where the Spirit of God 
hath purify'd the Soul, and the Fire of his 
Judgment hath burnt up the unrighteous 
Nature. And thoſe in whom this Work is 
wrought, may be truly ſaid to be baptized 
with the Baptiſm of Chriſt, that is, of the 
Spirit and of Fire, And to continue this 
Ceremony, is not to be Followers of Chriff, 
but St. John. Nor is it to be imagin'd 
how a Waſhing or Immerſing in Water can 
Regenerate or Waſh away the Sins of the 
Soul, which was the End and Deſign of 
Chriſt's Baptiſm. As for Sprinkling of In- 
fants, it is wholly a Corruption, occaſion d 
by the Neglect and Idleneſs of the Priefts, 
however it may now be held ſufficient, 
without any Merits of our own, to entitle 

us. 
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us to Salvation through the Merits of Chriſt. 
The New Teftament is ſo plain upon this 


Point, that J am ſurpriz d it cou'd fo long 
have been miſtaken, Does not St, John 
himſelf. ſay, Matth. 3. 11. I indeed baptize 


you with Water unto Repentance ; but he that 


cometh after no, is nigbtier than I, whoſe 
Shoes I am not worthy to bear ; he ſhall bap- 
tize you with the HoLy GHos r, and with 
FIRE. This then was the Baptiſm com- 
manded by Chriſt, that was to purify and. 


ſanctify the Soul, and not to put away the 


Filth of the Fleſh. For by this Baptiſm our, 
Saviour is manifeſted in the Hearts of the 


Faithful, and fills them with ſuch a Por- 


tion of his Diving. Spirit, as will always be 


their Conductor: For it was not more to 


cleanſe us, than to continue us Clean, that 
he took upon himſelf Human Nature. And 
this was the Inheritance he came to leave 
us, that was to diſtinguiſh the Elect in all 
Ages, and make them Witneſſes of Him. 
Nor are there any other Means of obtaining 
it, than by baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with Fire, and 1s therefore ſo, abundant 
in the People call'd Quakers, who make uſe 
of no other Baptiſm whatever. 1 | 

Now, that the Spirit of the Lord came 
immediately upon thoſe who were thus bapti- 
zed, 1s evident, from the 11th Chapter of the 
Adds, and the 15, 16, and 17th Verſes, 
where St. Peter lays, As I began to ſpeak, 


the 
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Wo | the Hol Ghof tir on, them,” As ON us at the 


I re membred the Word 


Beg inni 


| the Lord, how he ſai John indeed baptized 


with Mater; but ye "hall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghoft. Foraſmuch then as God 


| gave them the LIKE GIFT as he did unto 


us, who believed on the Lord Feſus Chrift, 
what was I that I could withſland God ? , 
Here St. Peter expreſly ſays, That the Holy © 
Ghoſt fell on theſe Meſſengers who were 
ſent to him from Ceſarea, even as on them 
(the Apoſtles) in the Beginning, and gave 
them an equal Share of the Divine Spirit; 
upon the bidding of which, Peter went with 
them to Joppa. And this, I think, ſuffi- 
cently ſhews, that this Baptiſm of the Ho- 
15 Ghoſt and of Fire, is the only true and 
effectual one. 

That ſome of the Apoſtles did uſe Water- 
Baptiſm for a while, cannot be denied ; 
but then it was in Compliance with the 
'Circumſtances of the Time, and in Conde- 
ſcention to the Weakneſs of Believers, who 
were very difficult to be drawn away from 
a Practice that but juſt before was acknow- 
ledged to be of Divine Authority, as it was 
adminiſtred by St. Jobn, who was on a true 
Miſſion from God, and in great Credit among 
the People, and whoſe Memory and Met- 
ſage cou'd not ſoon be forgotten. 

And this is farther clear, firſt, from the 
iſt of Or. I. 14. where St. Paul ſeems oy 
cern' 
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ceern d for having baptiz d Criſpus and Gaius, - 


and ſome others, and declares he was not” 
3 ſent to baptize, but #0 preach. the Goſpel, © 
ij that is, to inſtruct them in the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, which is baptizing them with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire. And, ſe- 
_- condly, from Matt. 28. 19. where our Sa- 
viour ſays, Go teach all Nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, &c. For 
It is to be obſerv'd, Baptizmmg here is in the 
- Preſent Tenſe, and 4enotes, that whilſt they 
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| were Preaching or Inſtructing in the Know- 
9 ledge of Chriſt, this Spiritual and Inward 
4 Baptiſm (Water not being mention'd) ac- 
12 company d the Word of Life; and their 
by being commanded to go, implies their being 
i impower d from Chriſt to Baptize in or into 
It: His own and his Father's Name; which is 
it the true Spiritual: Baptiſm. rs 
[ However it has been objected, that our Sa- 
[f viour ſays, John 3. 5. Except a Man be born 


Mater and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
© the Kingdom of Heaven : But Water muſt 


[| either be metaphorically us'd for a Spiri- 
1 kual Cleanſing or Regeneratihg, or elſe a mate- 
6 rial Fire muſt be meant by the Spirit; which, „ 
150 J preſume, no body will allow. But if, by | 


the Spirit, we underſtand the Power of the 
Holy - Ghoſt to burn, up the Stubble that 
naturally grows in us; by Water, we muſt 
alſo underſtand the ſax# Power to cleanſe us 
from our Filth; and this is conftirm'd by 
bh 1 Titus, 
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fil 7 — 16 
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. Here the waſbi 
Y to parallel being born 15 of 1 5 
the renewing of the Hal % Ghoſt, to — ha 1 
born again of of the Sirit: For the 757 
fa e or v g of the Hay Gl, 
born again of Water, or being born 
79 — the Spurit, ate ae wary; cos 
46 int imating that one ove Fedde ot the S 
ſo faithfully believ'd a experimentally 18 
neſſed by the People call d Quakers, who are 
ſaid to deny Baptiſm to be an Ordinance. 
Farther, it is granted by the moſt ſtrenu | 
ous Aſſertors of this Water-Baptiſmn, that 
there is a Spiritual and Inward one likewiſe, 
without which the former. wou'd, i ea 
Effect; in, Conſequence of which, in direct 
Oppoſition to St. Paul, who ſays 4155 4.3. 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, they ma · 
nifeſtly hold Two Baptiſms: Nor will it 
of any Service to alledge, that both out 
vi 155 "himſelt, (who at the Time 9 hey 
2d was a Diſciple of St. John, 
|= that as a. Ceremony, it . 
had not as yet taken the Miſſion. u 
Himſelf,) and ſome of the Primitive C ri 
ſtians were baptized,  fince they were cit- 
cumciſed too, in compliance ( as. has. beeti 
#1. to the People; ad ir 3s, Ka that 


this 
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"this Cuſtom Mould be | 
that were' inſtituted at the ſame Time, and 


163 


ntinued, when others 


with as great Solemnity, and greater Forma- 
lity, and no leſs poſitively commanded, are 
omitted, and no Notice taken of it: Why 
may not we be abſolv'd from this Ceremony, 
as well as from that of waſhitig one ano- 
ther's Feet, which is ſo expreſſy ſet down 
in the igth Chapter of St. 70hn, Where Je- 


ſus, alter having waſh'd his Diſciples Feet; 


ſays, If I then your Lord and Maſter, have 


waſhed your Feet, ye ought alſo to waſh. one 


another's Feet. For | have given you an Ex- 
ample, that ye ſhould do as I have done unto 
you. And if this Cuſtom was only to be ta- 
ken as a Repreſentation ( agreeable to the 
Eaſtern Manner) of the Humility of his Fol- 


lowers, by the ſame Reaſon is the Baptiſm 


of Water a Repreſentation of the Cleanſing 
us from our Sins; and, upon the ſame Ac- 
count (if the Chriſtian Religion was deſign d 
to have any Ceremonies, as it has been prov'd 
it was not) may be annull dee. 
Other Things there are in the New Teſta- 
ment that they reject, at the ſame time they 


fo ſtedfaſtly adhere to this, as Anointing 
the Sick with Oil, James 5. 14, 15. and the 
not Eating of Blood, As 15, 20, 29, a Cu- 


ſtom once ſo ſtrictly obſerved, that Tertullian 


ſays, Inter tentamenta Chriſtianorum botulos 
ernore diſtentos admovetis, certiſſm ſeilicet il. 
lieitum eſſe penes illos per quod exorbitare vul- 


tis. 


| 19 
tis. To leave theſe, then that might he of 
ſome Advantage to Mankind, one being com- 
manded for ,2 Natural, and the other for a 
Moral Reaſon, and to continue Ceremonies. 
and Forms, contrary to the plain Meaning of 
the Goſpel, can never be pleaſing to God. 
And that this Baptiſm with, Water can 
be of no manner of Service, is plain from 
the following Paragraph in Mr. Mhiſton s In- 
fant-Baptiſm Reviv'd, where he ſays, That 
Regeneration, and the like Words, ars here ge- 
nerally, if not conſtantly uſed with relation to 
Baptiſmal Regeneration, is undeniable ; but not 
as ſuppoſing the bare outward Ceremony of 
Baptiſm to deſerve. ſuch a Name, but at ac- 
company d with that real Inward Change, Re- 
novation, and holy Diſpoſition, which is ſgni- 
Hd, produc d, and improv'd at the ſame, by 
the powerful Influence of the bleſſed Spirit, 
who is ever ſuppoſed to be communicated there 
in. So that if the Outward Ceremony of 
Baptiſm does not deſerue the Name of Rege- 
neration, but as accompany d with that real 
Inward Change, &c. it follows, it is of ng Ef- 
fect at all, if that real Inward Change can be 
procur d without it; which that it can, is 
5 plain from what has already been ſaid, and 
| even from the People call d Quakers them- 
ſelves, than whom none enjoy a, greater Pore 
tion of the Spirit. ſuppos'd ta be cannunica⸗ 
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brouglit” againſt Baptizing wich Water, er 
uliig any Ceremonies at all in our Religion, 
are of equal "Force" agiinſt this Sacramedit, 
as' it is call d, of the Lord's Supper. This 


too is the Sign of an Inward and Spiritual 


Grace. Now a" Sign can be of no longer 
Exiſtence than the Thing ſignify'd is come 
and clearly diſcovered: So that allowing it 
to be a Practice enjoyn d, it was to faſt but 
till Chriſt, who is the Brend of God that co- 
meth down from Heaven (which Bread 1s bis 
Fleſh "that he gave for the Life of the * 


ſhould come according to his Intention. St. Fo ; 


6. 33, 35- For the Bread of God it be which 
cometh down from Heaven, and giveth Life 
unto the World. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
Fam” the Bread of Life: he that cometh to 
me, Pall never hunger; and be that believeth 
on me, ball never thirſt. And, indeed, the 
whole Chapter fpeaks of Chriſt's being the 
true Bread wherewith the Saints are nou- 
riſh'd, and that he wou d come again after 
his Departure, which he promis d to his 
Diſciples, John 14. 18. Now, that he meant 
an Inward Coming (that is, a being preſent 
in the Hearts of the Faithful) may be known 
from the 29th Verſe of the ſame Chapter: 
At that Day ye ſhall know that I am in my 


Fatber, and you in me, and I in you. And 
St. Paul ſays in 1 Cor. 10. 15, 16, 17 1 
Jpeak as to wiſe Men : judge ye what I ſay. 


The 


that” have © beet {| 
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45 Pall I Petter: of | that one Was: jr 
herein conſiſts the Communion of the Saints, 
namely, in eating the Fleth, and 8 
Blood of Chriſt, ſpiritually, (which is 
a figurative expreſſion of the Union cen. 
tially neceſſary to Chriſtianity) and not under 

external Form or Repreſentation, or As 
his real Fleſh and Blood, as ſome pretend to 
believe. Nor do l think, to a ſincere Chri- 
ſtian, who ought to have the Sufferings 
and Death of his Saviour always at Heart 
there can be Occaſion for wg Types and 
Signs to remember him by. 


III. To prove the Third benin as 
y, That the Religion of the People call'd 
Quakers, is the very fame that was eſtablifh'd 
by Chriſt, and practis d by the moſt Primi- 
tive Chriftians, I ſhall give a ſuinmary Ac 
count of their Religion it ſelf, from one of 
their moſt eminent Writers. 

r. They believe that the God of all Grit 
hath given a Meaſure of Grave, or ſome 
ManifcRaticn of his Spirit and Light there- 
of unte all Men, according to theſe Sctip 
tres, John r. 9. Titus 2. 11. 1 Cor. 12. 
Nen 9. 20. And Experience of all Mes, 


who 
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22 
who-(a t ſome * or 3 ſome · 


thing * their Hearts and Conſciences that 


luſts dy the Fleſh, and the Fleſh, againſt 
it z and that theſe: two are oppoſit te the one 
to the other, one, luſting after Evil, whic 
is; Evil, and the other: after Good, AR 
1s Good; the one Carnal, the other Spiri- 
tual; the one from the Earth, the other from 
Hegven, Gal. 5. 16, 17. 

2. They believe, by this Gift, Grace, 45 
Inſpiration of the Almighty, Man only can 
come to know the true God truly, what he 

is, 'and how he works in the Hearts and Con- 
— of People, to regenerate them and 
make them bear his Image, according to 
I: Cor. 1. 19, 20. 21. Lake: 10. 21. and 
Experiences of all that ever were Regenerate 
and Born again. 

3. They believe that all the Errors and 
Miſtakes about God, and the Things rela- 
ting to his Kingdom, ſprang and aroſe from 
Mens wandring from this Gift of God, into 
their own. Imaginations, whereby, though 
they thought themſelves wiſe, yet they be- 


came Fools, and erred, their Hearts being 


darkned, according to Nom. l. not Enowi⸗ 
the Scriptures, or the Power of Cod, as it Is 
written, Matt 22. 29. 

4. They believe and know, That this Gife 
and, Does of God appears in and u Baan all 
Men, that all Men may be without Excuſe, 


aecyling. for the ie ang. excuſing f 8 of 


of! i - 


tl. 
God. according to Rom. 2. 15, 16. ſhewing 
unto Man what is Good, and 'reproving of 
him in his on Conſcience for the Zee 
Ns 1 0 ghts, ide or i eg A 
t this Reproof of In ion is the 
Tofe, Prov. fy 50 7 
"ny belive! That as the Tris God 
af Eternal Life is known only by the Leht 
of this Gift and Grace, ae re to the 
8 5 from which Light and 4 
God came the Scriptures both of the Old 
and New Teſtament; as it is written, 2 Per. 
1. 21. ſo can they only be read as truly to 
be believ alfa, and practisd in the 
Light and Power of the fine And all that - 
are out of this Spirit, muſt needs be Igno- 
rant and Unlearned, in the Apoſtle's Sence, 
who wreſt the Seriptures to their own De 
Hion as it is written: For Peter and 2 
were Unlearned Men Outwardly, not know- 
ing Letters, but Inwardly read in the Know- 
ledge of this Light and Spirit of God, and 
* not the Scriptures, Acts 4: 13. 2 Pet. 
3 1 | [1 
6. They believe, according to the Serif 
tures, 2 Cor. 4. 2. that whereſoever the Power 
of God i is not known Within, there the Go- 
pr is hid, and unknown unto them that are 
in whom the God of this World hath 
5 the Minds of them that believe not, 


left the Light of the glorious Go el of Chriſt, 
who ts the A of God, olle 4 * — 


. 


as 4 God ul 4 75 Becauſe it 
N 

ur ca 
himſelf in his J ad and e — 
* Sight arifeth a true Senſe in dhe 
eart of the Creature, that makes him cry 
out of his. Wretchedneſs, by reaſon of the 
Bagy of Sin and Death, which neceſſitates 
—— to logß gut for a Savigur, whom ,God 
yy in and by the fame Light that 

Hives in the Heart, on pr 
Lig bi of the row leage of the 
E To 1 5 Sol : 


Je much by rn Git nag 9 paßte 


Vanities, and Luſts chat, A i the World, 
which he preſents to. Men. pac ng , 
as he A e Chef in the. Days of his Fl 


W — he .ſhew'd to him all 4 orld, wit 


We Glory; which Glory is the Luft of the, | 
the Luft of th t 


he Eye, and the Pride of Life, 
whatever may Knits hg this Life Happy (as. it 
t 


= 1 e Things that might pride 14 Ha 

m it up to ſit as a, And as 
Men and Women take and _— theſe Gifts 
from the God of this World, their Nu are 
blinded, becauſe they belieye not in the 5 

which ſhewerh * the Vanities of all | 
Gifts of the God of of this Warld ; whi 
the Devil a (if they he receiv 9 wi 
o th the Minds of thoſe that receive then, 


IN 2 


. * 


A: 
that they will not come to be Terifible, in 
the true Light, of their loſt Conditions, fd" 
ds t6 cry unto God from the deep and true 
Senſe ; for then God, out of the depths of 
his Love and Mercy, cou'd not but heal 
them. And therefore, leſt the true Light 
ſhould ſhine into them, to give them the ſen- 
ſible Knowledge of themſelves, and God 
ſhould heal them, the Devil (as God of the 
World, by the Things of the World) ended 
vours to blind the Mind, (not the Braith 

Knowledge, but the Heart-feeling Senſe With- 

in, in the Mind) left the Light within ſhould Þ. 
ſo ſhine as God ſhould Heal them; and all 
the Buſtlings of Satan, with his Gifts, are 
but to blind the Mind within; leſt God 
ſhould heal the Soul that complains to Him 
from the true Sight and Senſe of his Miſery, 
as in himſelf. . HM e es 
By this Grace and Gift within, they be- 
lieve, that to them (though in the World 
there are many Lords, and many Gods) there 
is but One .Gop, the Father of our LORD 
Jesus CRHRTSsT, witneſſed within Man only 
by the Spirit of Truth, that manifeſts botlt 
the Father and Son; and theſe Three are 
One, and agree in One; and he that ho- 
53 nours the Father, honotits the Son that 
proceeds from him; and he that deilies the 
Spirit, denies both the Father and the Son, 
and is Anti-chriſt'; but he that believes iii 
the Spirit, and is led by it, is the Son of 
| D God: 


intereſt; for had they, believed, and there- 


Cod, Rom. 8. 14. A many 4 are the Sons 


a led by the Spirit of God. 

7. They believe the e wit- 
neſs unto, and teſtify of Chriſt; but they 
ſay, The Witneſs of God. is greater than them; 
the Spirit it ſelf beaning Witneſs with, our ſpi> 
rit, that we are the. Children of God. For 
it is not the Scriptures without the Spirit, 
ner the Spirit contrary to che Scriptures, but 
the Spirits diſcovering the Will of God in 


the Heart, or opening of the Scriptures in 


its own Time and Way, and not in or by the 
Will of Man, but as its ſelf pleaſeth (who 
fearcheth all hings, even the deep Things of 
God, and manifeſts them unto the Soul) 
which giveth the perfect, ſound, ving 
Knowledge: For ſaid Chriſt, The Sit ſhall 
take of nine, and ſbew them unta you. And 
as holy Men gave forth the Scriptures, 2 Pet. 
t. 21. fo haly Men, and they only, come 
truly to underſtand them; and not proud 


— 


and ungodly Men, becauſe their Hearts and 


Lives do not anſwer the Hearts and Lives 
of thoſe that gave them forth, as Face an- 
ſwereth Face in a Glaſs, And this they 


believe to be the Reaſon why ſo long Preach- 


ing (by Men of Corrupt Minds, who have 
and do handle the Words deceitfully, for 
ſelfiſh Ends, and filthy Lucre's-ſake ) hath 
brought forth ſo little Fruit, and hath been 
to ſo little Purpoſe,. except to their own 


fore 


* 


3 e 
Fore Jpoken and flood in God's Corll they 
fhow'd have profited their Hrarers, Jer, 23. 
neee Rs: 
Through this Gift they believe; That 
Chriſt Jeſus (the Son of God) was mani- 
feſted in the Fleſh in the Fulneſs of Time. 
And this we know by the ſame Spirit by 
which our Fathers believ'd He ſhou'd come, 
and Abraham {ſaw his Day; by the fame do 
they believe he is come, and do ſee his Day z 
as alſo by the Prophets and Apoſtles Wri- 
tings: Which two-fold Cord is not eaſily 
broken. | 
8, They believe alſo, according to the 
Scriptures of Truth, That this ſame Jeſus 
bath God highly exalted, and given him 4 
Name above every Name; that whoſoever be- 
lieves in him, ſhall not periſh, but have Ever- 
laſting Life; and that there is not another 
ame whereby Man can be ſaved, than this 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, nor is Remiſſion of 
Sins to be preach'd by any other Name. But 
as they do not believe that the Outward 
Letters and Syllables are that Name that 
are to be Bow'd unto, er Reverenc'd, any 
more than the Letters or Syllables in the 
Words God or Spirit, ſeeing the Scripture 
ſaith, Unto God, who is a Spirit, every Anee 
ball bowe, Iſa. 45. 23. but that Name 
which ſaves, is the Power and Arm of God, 
that brings Salvation from Sin, and makes 
every Soul that names it, to depart from 
D2 . Inquity. 


( 
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. 


Iniquity. This is that Name which was 
preach d, and which is preach'd thro' Faith, 
in which Name Remiſſion of Sin is obtain'd.; 
therefore was the Outward Word Jeſus gi- 
ven him, as his Outward Name; Thou ſbalt 
call his Nane F E SUS, for be ſball ſave 
bis People from their Sins, &c. So that 
which ſaves, is the Name which is to be 
believ'd in, which is that Arm of God that 
bringeth Salvation, when no He pities, nei- 
ther is there any Help. The Power of God 
that then ſaves, is that Grace that comes 
from the Fulneſs of Chriſt the Saviour: And 
without this Vertue, Chri/t and Jeſus are but 
empty Names. 1 Cor. 12. 3. No Man can 
lo "GR is We Lord, but by the Holy 
oft. 

They alſo, by this Light, believe, That 
Acceptance with the Father, is only in 
Chriſt, and by His Righteouſneſs made Ours, 
or imputed unto Us ; not by the Creaturely 
Skill, but by the Applicatory Act of God's 
Gift of Grace, whereby. the Soul feels the 
Difference between Self. apply ing by its own 
Faith, and God- apply ing by his Spirit, and 
fo making Chriſt unto the Soul Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanfification, and Redemption: 
So that they believe there is a great Diffe- 
rence between Imputation, as it is the Act 
of Man's Spirit, and as it is the Act of Free 
Orace, without Man's forcing ; and ſo di- 
ſtinguiſh between Imagination and Imputa- 

ga tion, 


1 29 ] 

tion, between Reckoning or Imputation that 
is Real, and Reckoning or Imputation that 
is not Real, but a Fiction and Imagination 
in the Creaturely Will and Power. And 
becauſe they are againſt the Letter, they are 
clamour'd upon as if they deny'd the Impu- 
tation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, when it is 
only unto thoſe that are not made Righteous 
by it to walk as he alſo walk d. For as the 
Scripture ſays, it is not he that ſays he is 
Righteous by the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, but he that doth be, 40h 
is Righteous, as Chriſt is Righteous, 1 John 
3. 7. He that believes otherwiſe, is deceived. 
And yet it is not Acts of Righteouſneſs, as 

done by us, or as inherent in us, as Acts b 
which we are accepted of God, and juſtify d 
before him, but by Chriſt the Author and 
Worker of thoſe Acts in us and for us, where- 
by we know that we are in him, and he in 
us ; and we hold Him as our Head, into 
whom all Things are gather'd together in 

One, even in Him, | | 
9. They believe that God only is to be 
worſhipped, and not any Likeneſs that Man 
makes to himſelf of God, from any View, 
Sight, or Knowledge that he hath had of 
him ; but in every Act and Service, Man is 
to know what ſubſtantially, as well as whom 
ſpeculatively or notionly he worſhippeth, as 
it is written, John 4. 22. Te worſbip ye know 
not what : We know what we worſhip : for 
"I EE | Salvation 


[EIN 
Situation is of the Fw. And he that 
thus 3 the Father, honours the 8on 
A by the ſame Spirit, which is one with the 
her and the Son, in which Spirit only 
God is worſhipped, according to the Form 
of its own chuſing and manifeſting it ſelf 
in and by, according to the good Pleaſute of 
the Father, who is a Spirit, and limits Man 
unto the Spirit s Form; but allows not Man 
to Jimit the Spirit unto his Form, though 
it be not of his inventing originally, but of 
the Father; yet Man no more muſt limit 
God unto it, than he could command God 
to appear in it at firſt: For as he choſe it 
Himſelf, fo hath he reſerv'd Liberty to leave 
it at his Pleafure, who works all Things o 
the Coun ſel of his own Will, which he hath 
por 1 7 in himſelf, that the Gift of the 
nowledge of yo Myſtery of his Will might 
for ever be acknowledg'd to be of his Grace, 
and from the Riches of the Glory thereof 
according to Epheſ. 1. and Man be bound, and 
God free; Man bound to wait in the Light 
For God's: Movings; but God free to move 
in whom, to what, "and when he pleaſeth: 
Then Man is to go, when he faith Go; and 
come, when he ſaith Come; and ſuch Ser⸗ 
vants do ferve him ; and then there is no 


more Cutſe, as in he Day of Mill. worſbi 


and voluntary Humility, but the Throne 


. God, and of the Lamb, Col. 2. 18. 23. 
Rev. 22. 3, 4. And they * ſhall ſee his Face; 


and 


mY ns, 


n 
5 205 bis Name Pall be written on their Fore- 


10. They believe, That this Werſhip is 
Spiritual (and not Carnal) in all its Party 
and Ordinances, and not to be impes d by. 
any Outward Force, but perform d by the 
Inward Leadings of God's Spirit, accord- 
ing as the holy Men of God wer led and 

aided in the Days paſt, who gave forth 
the: Scriptures ; all Impoſitions of Outward 

Vorſhip being only enjoyn'd under the Firſt 
Covenant, that made nothing perfect until the 
Time of Reformation ſpoken of, Heb. 9. 10. 
But Chriſt being come, there is an End as 
well of ſuch Impoſitions, as of the Meats 
and Drinks, and divers Baptiſms and Carnal 
Ordmances, they being all but temporary, 
and in order unto an End; but all to vail 
to Chriſt, the Sum, and Subſtance of all; 
[the Firſt] pointed at by All, and [the Laff] 
Ending of All, the Amen. And he that 
thus worſhips God in Chriſt, I. is Ordinances 
are Spiritual, not Carnal, and his Faith car- 
ries him beyond his Works, with Righte- 
ous Abel, and preſerves him that he is not 
drowned in the former, like Cain, neither 
falls he ſhort of the Glory of God, nor of 
his Aſſurance of Acceptance with him. 
11. They believe there is one Baptiſm 
neceſſary to Salvation, Eph. 4. 5. One Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm 5 and this Baptiſm is 
Spiritual, of which John's Water was but 2 
| „ Figure, 


Figute, John 1. 31. That be Ppou'd be nad. 


manifeſt to Iſrael, therefore am I come bap- 
fixing with Water, ſays John And 1 Pet. 3. 
21. The like Figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, 
doth ae now ſave us, (not the putting away 
of the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of 4 
good Conſcience towards God) by the Reſur« 
rection of Feſus'Chrift. This one Spiritual Bap- 
tiſm into the Name of Chriſt, is that which 
faves, the Water being but à Figure, that 
Chriſt might be manifeſt to Iſrael, who Had 
divers Baptiſms impos'd on them until the 
Time of Reformation: But Chriſt the Sub- 
Fance being come, the Shadows fly away. 
And yet, where ever any believe they are 
commanded now by the ſame Spirit that 
commanded the Believers to be baptized in 
the Days paſt, either for the Furtherance of 
the Goſpel, or 'Tryal of their Faith, we 
judge them not. But this Obedience is ve- 
ry rare to. be found; and we cou'd heartily 
defire, that all would conſider ſeriouſſy, 
whether literal | Sayings - obſerv'd only by 
Outward Reading, Hearing by the Ear, or 
Inward Impulſes upon the Heart by the Di- 
vine Power, are the Motives unto Obedience 
in this kind : And if Honeſty and Upright- 
neſs of Heart may be heard, we believe 
and know the many dead Sons every-where, 
notwithſtanding their Baptiſms, will be as 
fo many Witneſſes againſt them, by their 
groveling upon the Earth as fo many * 
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and Ah Men by the Letter, while the Si- 

rit's Quicknings have not been known in 

the true Baptiſm into Death. For it is four 

| by. daily Experience, that moſt Men and 

Women, like Pharao/'s lean Kine, do only 4 
eat up the Fat, and enyy thoſe that are 
ſo Lean-ſoul'd as themſelves. MY i 
12. They believe allo, That as there is 
one true Saving Baptiſm, ſo is there one 
XS Bread /or Body of Chriſt which all the Saints 
do feed on ; and though they may be ma- 
ny, as to Perſons, yet their Bread is but One 
and they all in it but One Bread: An 
this we believe is the Fleſh that cane downi 
from Heaven, John 6. 33. Though the Out- 
| ward Jews now, as then, murmur; at him, 
becauſe he ſaid, I am the Bread which came 
down from Heaven, ver. 41, 42. But Chriſt 
(ver. 45.) to ſtop. their Murmuring, tells 
them, that the Knowledge of this Myſtery 
was only reveal'd unto them whom God 
(and not Man) teacheth. And no more than 
are taught of God can ſet Seal and ſubſcribe 
unto this Truth in Feſus, though they believe 
alſo that Jeſus did take Outward Bread, and 
break, and gave it to the Diſciples; as the 
'] Scripture ſays; and this was a Figure of his 
| Body, (that was to be pierc'd and broken 
upon the Tree,) and a Shew, to ſhew forth 
his Death until he came. And they believe 
he did Ariſe again; and appear unto his 

Diſciples 5 and all that EE were together 
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and HAD ALL THiNos ComMoN, &c. And 
they continuing daily with one accord in the 
Temple, and breaking Bread from Houſe to 
Houſe, did eat their Meat with Gladneſs and 
ſingleneſs of Heart, praiſng God, and Havi 

Favour with all People, Acts 2. 44, 45, 46, 
47. And they believe, That the Apoſtle, 
in 1 Cor. 11. 20. ſays true, where he ſays, 
When ye come together therefore in one Place, 
this is not to eat the Lord's Supper. And all 
that he ſpeaks in that Chapter is not to per- 
petuate that Out ward Breaking of Bread, 
otherwiſe than as the Believers did that were 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt in ſingleneſs of Heart, 
as is ſaid before; and yet they judge not 
thoſe who break Outward Bread, and drink 
Outward Wine, being in a Belief they are 
commanded ſo to do, to put them 'in Re- 
membrance thereby of the Body and Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, by the Remembrancer, the 
Spirit of Truth, which is appointed by the 
Father to lead into all Truth. But to do it 
by Imitation or Tradition only (as moſt do, if 
not all at this Day) we know it is not of- 
fering unto God in Rightcouſnels, neither 
do they believe this to be the Commumon of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt - They believe 
Man muſt know and witneſs, or he hath 20 
Life in him, John 6. 53, 54, 55- And they 
believe, That many are ftriving now in 
their Spirits, as the Fews did, ver. 52. ſay- 
ing, How can this Man give us his Fleſb : 
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eat ? And not only the Jews, but many of 
his Diſciples ſaid, This is a hard Saying, who 
can hear it? ver. 60, And at ver. 63. he 
tells them, It is the SPIRIT that quickens, 
the FLESH profiteth nothing: The Words that 
I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and they 
are Life. And he that hears and under- 
ſtands theſe Words that are Spirit and Lyfe, 
will not be offended at what has been { 
ken of the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt. 

13. By the ſame Spirit and Grace, they 
believe, 'That Prayer is an Ordinance of God, 
when perform'd by his Spirit in its Words, 
(and not thoſe which Man's Wiſdom teach- 
eth) or without Words, by Sighs and Groans 
which cannot be utter d; and theſe ſo often 
as the Spirit it ſelf pleaſeth. But the Form 
without the Spirit, whether it be by Words 
of other Mens framing, or Words of a Man's 
own Spirit, according to his Will, Time, 
and Manner, this is not the Prayer that 
prevails with God. And they believe there 
is none ſo weak and infirm, but this Spirit 
proffers its Help at ſome Time or other, 
tho Man regards it not; and the more 
Man's Mind is gather'd Within from all 
Viſibles, the more he come to be ſenſible of 
the Movings and Stirrings of this Spirit in 
its ſecret Cries ta God, anſwerable to the 
Wants of that Man or Woman in whom it 
moves and cries: And by the due watching 
thereunto, we believe and know the Spirit 
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of Prayer and of Adoption that cries unto 
God, comes to be diſcern'd and: diſtinguiſh'd * 
from a Man's own Spirit and Hill. 
14. They believe, by the ſame Gift of 
Grace, That there are ſeveral Mimſtrations 
and ſeveral Operations, according to 1 Cor. 12. 
2ad all” by the ſame, Spirit, as before the 
Gr i ; and after the Law by Moſes, and 
14 after by John the Baptiſt, and Chriſt and his 
! Apoſiles ; And in all theſe, the Miniſtration 
1 had Acceptance with God through the Ma- 
nagement of the Spirit, and its Reject ion and 
Diſlike of God for the Want thereof, And 
by this Spirit were the Scriptures given 
forth, and holy Men of God did Speak, 
Propheſy, Preach, and Pray as they were 
Movd: And for Want of it, the Letter 
did and does kill, And for the further 
Appearance and Pouring out of this Spirit, 
an{werable unto the Work and Service that 
God had for them todo, they were to wait, 
as Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to do at 
Jeruſalem, to receive the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, For by this Spirit, he that ſpeaks, 
ſpeaks as the Oracle of God. And therefore, 
as it was the Practice of the People of God 
in old Time, to wait for the moving and 
ſtirring of this Spirit, that they might ſpeak 
as it gave them Utterance, in the Evidence 
and Demonſtration thereof; ſo do this People 
(call'd Quakers): now, and according to its 
moving in their Hearts, they miniſter accord- 
N ing 


r * 0 a) 
. © "EM. 2 aq ay <> * + 4 


[37] 
ing to the Signification of the Spirit; where. 
by they underſtand both what, and when 
to ſpeak, and when to be (ilent ; us alſo, 
who they are that miniſter and ſpeak in 
their own Wills, above The Cyofs of Chrift ; 
which the Apoſtle was careful always to be 
in ſubjection to, left he ſhould"-make it 
void, by ſpeaking the Words which Man's 
Wiſdom teacheth. And therefore as the 
Saints did, ſo we do beliove, und therefore me 
peak; and ſuch Preaching and Speaking in 
Faith, as well as Praying in Faith, is ac- 
ceptable unto God as his Worſhip, and not 
otherwiſe. whe As 
15. They further believe, by the fame 
Spirit, That the Sum of all Religion, ac- 
cording to Truth, and the Signification of 
the Word [Religion,] is, Man is not at Li- 
berty in his Will, but bound again unto God, 
by his having given to him, by the Light of 
72 wit hin, the true Sight and Knowledge 
of himſelf, as in himſelf, as Loft and Undone 
for Ever, and from this Sight a true 
Senſe to ariſe upon and remain with him. 
From whence ſprings unùtterable Groans and 
Cries unto God under the Weight of the 
Burthen and Wretchedneſs, by reaſon of the 
Body of Sin and Death; and then, when 
there were none to help and pity in this 
State, then his Mercy ſhew'd in. Chriſt, 
the Arm of God, which is reveal d as an 
Help neither ſeen or known where, wages 
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this begets in the Heart of that Man or Wo- 


man, in, and unto whom it is thus reveal'd; 


Thanks and Praiſes unto God, for this Gift 
and Revelation of his Son in this needſul 
Time, whom the Soul ſees to be the Gift 
of Eternal Love. | . F 
16. And they believe and know, upon this 
Love and Faithfulneſs. of God, is founded, 
built, and eſtabliſh'd the Everlaſting Cove- 
nant (whereby not only all Men may be ſav'd 
for its Ability, but ſome ſhall be ſav'd becauſe 
of its Prevalency) which is not like to the 
Covenant he made with our Fathers: And 
although all' Mankind is not fav'd, yet it is 


not becauſe either of Inſufficiency in this Co- 
venant, or becauſe of the Weakneſs. of the 
Grace that appears in and unto all Men, 


but becauſe of Man's Will, loving Death, 


and chuſing Bis own Deluſions, whereby his 


Deſtruction is of himſelf, and God clear of his 
Blood in the free tender of his Grace, Gift, 


and Striving of his Spirit within him. For 


they think aſſuredly, according to the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, and Experience of all Souls 


that ever were truly converted to God, That 
though by Grace Mar is ſaved, not of him- 
ſelf, but by. the free Gift; yet as the Old 


World did, and thoſe Rebellious Fews ſpoken 
Acts 3. Who, as did their Fathers, ſo did 


they always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſo do Men 
now. And yet, in the tender of this Grace, 


and 


when to come at it, or meet with it: And 


4 


2 $M PTY 
— Sante 
7 * l g „ 


1 22 „„ 


| and Striving of his Spirit, the Lord is a God 
ſo hiding himſelf in the Management of his 
Striving. and Miniſtration of his Spirit, as 
if it wholly depended upon Man's Choice, 
and conſenting that Man's Will, as to him, 
is (as it were) free in Rejecting or Accepting, 
Life and Death being ſet befsre him, whereby 
in the Wiſdom of God, the Propenſity of 
his Nature, as it came out of the Hands 
of his Maker, hath an Advantage by this 
Dealing of God to put forth it ſelf; ſo that 
Man is as free in the Choice, as he is in 
the. Refuſal of the Tender of Mercy and 
Help, and that with an equa! Indifferency, + 
as it appears to him in this State; not- 
withſtanding afterwards, in the further 
Growth in this Grace and Knowledge of 
Chriſt, he ſees clearly and convincingly that 
the Grace (that wrought hiddenly from his 
Sight and Knowledge in the firſt Working, 
Tender, and Miniſtration of God towards 
him) gain'd its Conſent through its own Pre- 
valency in the Love of God; by which 
Sight and Senſe, Self comes to be abhorr'd, 
and the, free Love ſo admir'd, that he knows . 
from firſt to laſt all was of Grace, and that 
free ; that Self is not able to challenge any 
thing as due from what it had done, hut 
all of Gift; and yet, as before, with ſuch an 
equal Indifferency on Man's Account; ſo 
that God may and will appear to be Juſt, 
both in Condemning and Saving, and the 
a Juſtiſer 
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